Currently Meeting at Hangar 38 - Air Park (5A2) - Unicom 122.9
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President: Joe Gleaton VicePresident: Mike Beasley
Secretary: Sam Culpepper Treasurer: Rhonda Gleaton
Webmaster: David Taylor  Slipstream Editor: Don Halll

With a good number of our
members in Lakeland this week
for Sun ON Fun
little short of members for
breakfast. This would be a
great time to invite friends that

-

have an interest in our aviation \%\ IJ,
world. Be sure to tell them that
their first breakfast at the EAA 38 Hangar is on us. Our
paid membership is growing each month with members re-
newing their membership, but new members and new guests
are vital in the growth of the Chapter.

Next month we will have our annual Spring Picnic.
As we have done the past few years, the Chapter
will furnish the meat and drinks, and members wiill
bring their favorite veget
hope for great weather and plan on a record num-
ber of aircraft to be parked in front of Hangar 38.
The date is Saturday, May 22nd and the time will be
around noon for the start of the festivities. The May
Slipstream will have more details of the picnic.
This month the weather has been almost ideal for flying.
Calm winds, cool temperatures and just enough rain to keep
the pollen down (finally) add up to a lot of flying hours for
our members.

One of the 7499th Group that flew covert missions during
the Berlin Crisis



John Herren, one of our Chapter 38 members, is also a mem-

ber of the 7499 Squadron, one of the units that participate

overt and covert reconnaissance in Europe during the Cold

War from 1946 to 1990. They meet on occasions to revie
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and update their history and experiences. The latest reunjon

was in October, 2009 in Dayton, Ohio. The units that part]
pated, the 7499 7408", 7407", 7575", and 7580 have
formed a group they call 0
story, although way too long to tell on these limited pages
one that will perk the interest of anyone remotely intereste
the combination of history and aviation.

A very brief overview of t
intelligencegathering missions along the Berlin corridor, c(
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ert photoreconnaissance of certain government and high level

military targets, and O0acc
for mission requirements. A very real threat was being tar
geted by Soviet fighters.

|l f you would |i ke to read
Lunch Bunch©o, |l 6ve includ
edition), to a few different sites that either host or discuss
units and their members. An email remark from one of thg
navigator s, Don BackerFewppay
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”

etty

ple knew who we were or what we did, but we all knew ttht we

were accomplishing an important dangerous mission for
country.o

The ELINT mission in 1946attp://7499thgroupreunions.cor
ELINT.aspx

History of Berlin for Lunch Bunch:
http://7499thgroupreunions.com/Berlinforlunchbunch.aspX
Hi story of 656 I ntel on So
http://7499thgroupreunions.com/56SovShips.aspx
History of 5556 TacMsl| Support:
http://7499thgroupreunions.com/TacMsISpt.aspx

For other interesting art.
Lunch BuncH®rup.and 7499

Thanks to John for the information and articles.
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Treasurer

Webmaster

Membership Chairman
Program Chairman
Fly-Out Coordinator

Food Chairman
Hangar/Properties Chairman
Young Eagles Coordinator
Chaplain

Tech Counselors

Flight Counselors

Joe Gleaton 9358703
Mike Beasley 9736537
Sam Culpepper 7870191
Don Hall 923-3359
Rhonda Gleaton 9358703
David Taylor 9537402
LaDon Moore 9561778
Bobby Hennings 9538954
Mike Curington 9536437
Doyce Connell 827-0343
Carl Tischer 9223735
Jeff Pierce 9231873
Ray Durham 9220715
John Joye 843 7661996
Bob Hennings 9538954
Russ Bone 9224963
Bob Hamilton 9877807
Bob Hennings 9538954
Sam Culpepper 7870191
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